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LIFE OF DANIEL WEBSTER.                     [On. VII

of to-day, can hardly pass here now, what hope is there that any efficient
measures will he adopted hereafter ?"

At this session of Congresa an important change took place
in the tariff by the passage of an act which was the first in tlie
series that came afterward to be regarded in South Carolina as
oppressive and unconstitutional.   Mr. Webster's relation to the
tariff of 1816 is to be understood by examining the efforts
which he made and the votes which he gave upon the details
of the bill.   It was an Administration measure, founded chiefly
on a scheme prepared and submitted to Congress by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, Mr. Dallas, in which the protection and
encouragement of manufactures was avowedly the leading ob-
ject.   It was warmly advocated by the principal members from
South Carolina, including Mr. Oalhoun and Mr. Lowndes.
The bill, as reported by the Committee of "Ways and Means,
proposed to lay a duty of twenty-five per cent, aft valorem on
all cotton and woollen manufactured goods; which, on motion
of Mr. Clay, was increased, as to manufactures of cotton, to
thirty per cent.   It was apparent to. Mr. Webster that such a
duty would put an end to the importation of India cottons, a
business in which a large amount of shipping was then em-
ployed.   He was satisfied, too, that a duty so high as that pro-
posed would expose the manufacture of cotton goods in this
country to the danger of a fluctuating policy, as he did not be-
lieve that such a duty could be permanent.    The latter effect
he thought he could avert; the former he could not prevent,
for it had become manifest that those who advocated this meas-
ure intended to exclude as many of the foreign fabrics as they
could.   A duty of even twenty per cent, was sufficient to ex-
clude the India cottons, and therefore it was not probable that
Mr. Webster could obtain a graduation of the duties to any
lower point.   He proposed, consequently, to fix the duties on
cotton goods at thirty per cent, ad valorem for two years from
the 30th of June; 1816, at twenty-five per cent, for the two
years next succeeding, and at twenty per cent, after the expira-
tion of the last period.   If protection was to be given, he wished
it to be permanent.   Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Lowndes were of
opinion that an ultimate and permanent duty of twenty per
cent, would be sufficient for the protection which they sought,